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partly trained men. Nevertheless, the seemingly impossible
was accomplished; and the story of this remarkable but
forgotten feat of arms must now be briefly narrated.
As about half of the long frontier between the contending
armies is formed by the water of the great lakes, the command
of these lakes was realised by both sides to be of the highest
importance, and was bitterly contested throughout the war.
In the earlier stages this command was in the hands of the
Canadians, but in view of the superior shipbuilding resources
of their adversaries it was at best precarious, and, in fact, was
always menaced, and more than once—though never per-
manently—lost.
The American plan of campaign for 1812 comprised three
widely separated attacks, one against Amherstburg, a fortified
post on the isthmus between Lakes Huron and Erie ; a second
against the frontier on the Niagara River, between Lakes Erie
and Ontario, and a third by the time-honoured route up Lake
Champlain and the Richelieu River against the line of the
St. Lawrence between Quebec and Montreal. All three were
disastrous failures. The force engaged in the first was defeated
and compelled to capitulate in the open field, and though the
attack was renewed in January 1813 it met with no better success ;
while in this sector of the front, more to the north-west, the
Canadians scored a subsidiary but important point by the seizure
of Fort Mackinac at the north end of Lake Huron, which they
held till the close of the war against all efforts to retake it.
The American column operating in the Niagara sector, after
establishing itself on the west bank of that river, was thrust
back by the local British commander, Brock, who unhappily
fell in the moment of victory ; while die third expedition in the
Richelieu dwindled away to nothing but a futile demonstration.
Only at sea, where the American frigates, in a series of single
combats with hostile ships, gained a series of striking and
unexpected victories, did any success attend the arms of the
United States during this year.
Nevertheless, the main lines of operation for 1813 were as
in the previous year, except that the various attacks were to be
carried out in greater strength and to be more carefully com-
bined. Moreover, the American flotillas on the lakes were now
in a position to render valuable assistance .0 the land forces.
Early in the year the naval control of Lake Ontario was
temporarily wrested from the Canadians ; an American force
was shipped across to raid and burn York (now Toronto), the
capital of Upper Canada, and thence sailed to open the campaign
on the Niagara front. The Canadians were driven from their
fortified posts there and forced to retire westward, .and their

